VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, December 1765.
MONDAY,
PgHE Houts m, A Y, December 16.

ol Ridowt, Tiq; from the Upper Houfe, delivers to Mr. Speaker, the Bill entitl
Pn A8 for rafng a Duty of Four-pence Sterkng for every Higshead of Tobacco exported out of flfi;
“rmn:e, for tbe Suppfrf qj’ an Agent at London, for the Service of this Province; Indorfed, ¢ B
¢he Upper Houfe of Aflembly, December 10, 1765; Read the firft and fecond Time byk’efpeci:ﬂ
s¢ Order, and will not Pafs. Signed by Order, " U. ScorT, CL Up. Ho.”

And the following Meflage, viz.

€
O

By the UPPER HOUSE of ASSEMBLY, December 16, 1765+

GENTLEMEN,

¥E fhould very willingly concur with you in the Enaltion of 2 Law for the Appointment

of an Agent, at the general Expence, upon Terms agreeable to Equity, and confiftent

with the Principles of our Confitution ; but we do not conceive that the Bill we have returned
with 2 Negative, is entitled to that Charaer.

According to our Syftem of Laws there is a co-ordinate Qualification of the Eleftors, and
their Delegates, and this, in refpect of Property, being appropriated to no Species, and requiring
but a very moderate Share, there are but few Freemen exciuded from the Capacity of eleiing,
or being cledted ; but tho’ this Right is {o diffufive in this View, other Confiderations, arifing
from the Frame of our Conftitution, and the Fitnefs in preferving an Analogy between this, and
¢he Conftituton of England, have reftricted it, and therefore the Members of the Upper Houfe
compofing 2 diftin& Order, and in that, having 2 Check upon the Lower in the Introduction of
all pew, and general Regulations, are difabled from ele&ing, or being elected the Delegates of
the People ; but fince their Confent is requifite to give Life and A&ivity to all general Regulati-
ons, this their Difability is no more productive of Infecurity to their political Rights, or private
Properties, than the Exclufion of the Delegates of the People from Sitting in the Jpper Houfe is
repugnant to theirs. ,

Each Order is, in this Refpect, politically divided from ghe other, each hath a Power to con-
troul, and check the other, and, in this, not only a Barri€r to defend itfelf is furnifhed to cach
as 2 political Body, but alfo an equal Opportunity of confulting, and providing for the general
Intereft and Welfare of the Province, in which the Members of the Two Houfes, as Individu-
=l of the fame Society, ar¢ equally concerned. _

It would, without oubt, be expetted, that the Acent fhould deem it to be his Duty to obferve
¢he Dire&ions of his Principals, and that they woulz give him his Difmiffion fhould he venture
to 2& by the Guidance of any other Rule. .

It would, too, be expected, or the Expence of his Support had better be fpared, that in Confe-
quence of the Appointment of an Agent, fome Meafures or Regulations of general Concernment
to the whole Province, reaching z2ll Individuals without Diftinétion, would take Place, and that
the beneficial or difadvantageous Efe&s of thofe Meafures or Regulations would depend upon
their Wifdom, and Prudence, who fhould plan or dire&t them. i

In the Wifdom and Prudence of your Houfe, your Ele&ors have repofed great Confidence,
but they alone would not ve involved in the Confequences of your Meafures, which muft equally
extend to us, who are Members of a diftinét Branch of the Legiﬂature,l\l/)ly whom you are as
jiztle intrufted, as we ar¢ by your Conftituents, and whom none of your Meafures can conttitu-
tionally bind without our a&tual Confent and Approbation. A Law therefore, impofing a Tax
upcn all exported Tobacco, and thereby drawing 2 Contribution from the Property of the Mem-
bers of the Upper Houle, veﬁinﬂg the fole Power, without any Participation of any other Branch
of the Legifiature, in your Houfe, of applying the Revenue arifing from the Tax, in what Man-
ner and to what Purpofe you thould think proper, without Controul, or Account, would be an

{nnovation incompatible with the Spirit of Equity, and of our Conftitution, by depriving us of

the Right we have to he .
21} new Regulations which may in any

be canfulted in the Application of our Property, and in the Introdu&ion of -
Refpect affelt us or our Pofterity, and, inftead of leaving
s the Check and Defence we now have againft every injurious Attempt, by finking us even be-
low the Level of the loweft qualified Freeholder, or Mechanick. '
1f the End for which you ase defirous to fupport an Agent < the Benefit of every Order and
Rank among us, Why (hould we be excluded from 2 Share in the Nomination of him, or the
Conideration of the Propriety or Inexpediency of the Meafures which may be propofed for the
End fhould be fuch that 2 Contrariety of Opinton, and an Op-

Accomplithment of it ? If the i : .
pofitien confequent upont it may be naturally expected, your End is what we fhould object to, if
declared ; and would it be equitable that you (hould be furnifhed with all the Means to inforce

our Preteniions, and that we thould be deprived of the Means to defend ours ? If any material
Alteration of our Conftitution of (sovernment is'your View, would you wifh*it to take Place,
unlefs it might redound to the \Welfare of your Country ! May you not be miftzken in your

Sentiments on this Head ? And, is it not for the Common Intereft, that the Subject may be fully

Jdifcufied,. that all who may be afeced in the Sertlement, may be equallv and fairly heard ? Wh
' y



